Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Message Text 



UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 COTONO 01271 221634Z 
55 

ACTION AID-20 

INFO OCT-01 AF-10 EUR-25 ADP-00 IO-13 PC- 15 USIA-15 DODE-OO 

AGR-20 ACDA-19 INT-08 COME-OO FDRE-00 CIAE-00 INR-10 

NSAE-00 RSC-01 RSR-01 /158W 

022738 

R 221400Z AUG 73 
FM AMEMBASSY COTONOU 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 5432 
AMEMBASSY NIAMEY 
INFO AMEMBASSY ACCRA 
AMEMBASSY BAMAKO 
USMISSION EC BRUSSELS 
AMEMBASSY DAKAR 
AMEMBASSY FORT LAMY 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 
AMEMBASSY LAGOS 
AMEMBASSY LOME 
AMEMBASSY NOUAKCHOTT 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY OUAGADOUGOU 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USMISSION USUN 

UNCLAS COTONOU 1271 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAID, DM 

SUBJECT: SAHELIAN DROUGH EMERGENCY: U.S. GRAIN 
DELIVERIES THRU COTONOU PORT FOR NIGER 

FOR AFR/CWR/SDE 

1. ADO OFFICER TODAY INSPECTED COTONOU PORT WITH MR. COFFI, 
DAHOMEAN DIRECTOR OF THE LOCALLY OWNED TRANSIT COMPANY. 
SACOTRA, WHICH HANDLES ALL US SHIPMENTS OF GRAIN THROUGH 
COTONOU. 

UNCLASSIFIED 

UNCLASSIFIED 
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2. TO DATE, SOME 650 T OUT OF 2,000 T LANDED IN TEMA FROM THE 
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MAINE VICTORY HAVE BEEN BAGGED IN TEMA, DELIVERED TO COTONOU 
BY TRUCK AND IMMEDIATELY LOADED ABOARD OCDN RAILROAD CARS 
FOR TRANSSHIPMENT TO NIGER. THE OPERATION IS MOVING MOST 
EXPEDITIOUSLY. 

3. OF THE QUANTITIES WHICH HAVE ARRIVED IN COTONOU PORT 
DIRECTLY FROM THE DEL RIO, ONLY 5 TO 6 MT S REMAIN WHICH 
WERE SPILLAGE REBAGGED IN RESEWN SACKS AT MR. COFFI'S 
INITIATIVE. THESE TOO WILL BE MOVING OUT SHORTLY TO NIGER. 

MR. COFFI INTENDS TO WIEGH THEM FOR AN EXACT FIX ON THE FINAL 
TONNAGE EXPEDITED. THE SACKS ARE ALREADY STACKED ON PALLETS 
AND APPEAR VERY WELL SEWN. 

4. FOR GRAIN COMING ON DELTA PARAGUAY NOW ESTIMATED TO 
ARRIVE SEPT 5/6. MR. COFFIE FEELS HE CAN OFF-LOAD SOME 

1,200 T DIRECTLY INTO OCDN WAGONS FOR TRIP NORTH. ALL FACILITIES 
ARE NOW STANDING BY IN COTONOU FOR ARRIVAL OF DELTA PARAGUAY. 
ANDERSON 



UNCLASSIFIED 



NNN 
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